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Jason Wishnow is the filmmaker who launched TED Talks, the Peabody Award winning  
video series watched over one billion times (even in outer space).

Wishnow works at the intersection of film and emerging technologies and has been  
called “no stranger to difficult shoots” (Wired UK, 2014), an “online-video virtuoso”  
(New York Times, 2009), the “enfant terrible of digital film” (The Guardian, 2000),  
and one of the ten most influential digital filmmakers of 1999 (RES Magazine).

Prior to joining TED, Wishnow founded one of the first film websites, The New Venue,  
in the mid-’90s, an entire decade before YouTube. In 2000, Wishnow organized the first  
handheld/mobile film festival, The Aggressively Boring Film Festival, named after the  
technical limitations of its time.

As a director, Wishnow’s award winning short films and videos have played on television  
(Sundance Channel, MTV, Channel 4 UK), in museums (such as MoMA), and at over  
100 film festivals worldwide (including Telluride, Sundance, Seattle, São Paulo, and  
Hong Kong) – Wishnow’s most recent is a controversial sci-fi film made in China:  
The Sand Storm (沙尘暴) starring acclaimed artist, Ai Weiwei.

*Also – for fun or commission, or sometimes for both, he’s slept out with Star Wars fans – 
staged zombie yoga flash mobs – helped launch the first tv news satire show in Nigeria –  
and been called out on social media for… (see above).
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wired.com/2017/04/an-oral-history-of-ted-talks/

WIRED
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HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

hollywoodreporter.com/news/chinese-artist-ai-weiwei-starring-692927
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LOS ANGELES TIMES

latimes.com/entertainment/movies/moviesnow/la-et-mn-ai-weiwei-sand-storm-film-20140404-story.html
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FAST COMPANY

fastcoexist .com/3029322/ai-weiwei-doesnt-want-you-to-see-this-sci-fi-movie-hes-in
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THE NEW YORK TIMES

tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/08/22/ai-weiwei-sandstorm-movie/
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NPR

http://www.nprberlin.de/post/sand-storm-screened-berlin-featuring-ai-weiwei
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grubstreet.com/2007/01/spoiler_alert_catch_oedipus_pe.html

NEW YORK MAGAZINE
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nytimes.com/2000/12/07/technology/short-films-coming-soon-to-a-hand-held-device-near-you.html

THE NEW YORK TIMES
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newsweek.com

NEWSWEEK
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WORLD PREMIERE: TELLURIDE 

written, directed, produced, and edited by
JASON WISHNOW

in order of appearance  
AI WEIWEI     HU JIANING     LI NING     BAI YAO

story by  LI-ANNE HUANG, JASON WISHNOW   executive produced by  DAVID HORNIK      
associate producers  BRITTA DELMAS, KEN EDDINGS, ADAM MONIER EDWARDS, RUTH ANN HARNISCH, LI-ANNE HUANG, JASON PORT, PETER SALLADÉ
god of associate producers  ELISABETH AVNET MORSE   director of photography  CHRISTOPHER DOYLE   art director  ZORANA ZEN   music and sound  WILLIAM STORKSON

T H E   S A N D   S T O R M

The “low-f i sci-f i” art house tale of a mysterious smuggler navigating a dystopian city where water is as scarce as honest communication…

CINEMASCOPE (2.40:1) MANDARIN (ENGLISH SUBTITLES)9 MINS (SHORT FILM)

 

directed by
JASON WISHNOW

in order of appearance  
HEATHER BURNS     BETH GRANT     MICHAEL CHIEFFO     AJAY NAIDU     MILES FISHER

written by  SUZANNE WRUBEL, JASON WISHNOW   produced by  MELISSA M LEE, JASON WISHNOW            
associate producer  JOSEPH RUSIN   director of photography  DAVID WALDMAN

art direction  KAY LEE   edited by  MATTHEW FRIEDMAN, JASON WISHNOW   music  BLAKE NEELY   sound  WILLIAM STORKSON



 

directed by
JASON WISHNOW

in order of appearance  
HEATHER BURNS     BETH GRANT     MICHAEL CHIEFFO     AJAY NAIDU     MILES FISHER

written by  SUZANNE WRUBEL, JASON WISHNOW   produced by  MELISSA M LEE, JASON WISHNOW            
associate producer  JOSEPH RUSIN   director of photography  DAVID WALDMAN

art direction  KAY LEE   edited by  MATTHEW FRIEDMAN, JASON WISHNOW   music  BLAKE NEELY   sound  WILLIAM STORKSON

M I S T E R   H A N D S O M E

A love story between a grown-up girl and a mysterious friend from her childhood.

14 MINS (SHORT FILM)



 WORLD PREMIERE: SUNDANCE
80+ FILM FESTIVALS

written, directed, produced, and edited by
JASON WISHNOW

starring  
A POTATO     A TOMATO     BROCCOLI     GARLIC      and  BILLY DEE WILLIAMS  as  THE BARTENDER

executive produced by  MICHAEL GREEN, ALEX SUTER   associate producer  GIAN MARCO MASONI   director of photography  JIM MATLOSZ
production design  RICK CORTES   costume design  SARA KOZLOWSKI   art direction  JOHN MILLHAUSER   music  BLAKE NEELY   sound  WILLIAM STORKSON

post production services donated by  INDUSTRIAL LIGHT + MAGIC  a division of  LUCASFILM, LTD.  independent projects program

O E D I P U S

A sword and salad epic – WARNING: Contains scenes of vegetable sensuality.

CINEMASCOPE (2.40:1) 8 MINS (SHORT FILM)


